
St. Francis ESOL lesson handout 
Quantifier - pt.1                                      few/little    and     a few/ a little 
 
 

-We use quantifier ‘a few’ and ‘few' once we talk about something 
that we ‘can count’ (plural countable nouns) 
 
For example… 

-I have ‘a few’ ‘few’ lemons.🍋  🍋  🍋   
(Can we count?: Yes, we have ‘three’ lemons.) 
 

-I have ‘a few’ ‘few’ apples.🍎 🍎 🍎 🍎   
(Can we count?: Yes, we have ‘four’ apples).  
——————————————————————————————————————- 

-We use ‘quantifier’ ‘a little’ and ‘little’ once we talk about 
something that we ‘cannot count’. 
(uncountable nouns) 
 
For example… 

-I have ‘a little’ ‘little’ juice. 🧃 🧃 🧃  
(Can we count?: No, we cannot count juice.) 
 

 -I have ‘a little’ ‘little’ money. 💵  💵  💵  
(Can we count?: No, we cannot count money, it is an uncountable 
noun.) 
——————————————————————————————————————- 



-Further learning 
[The differences between ‘a’ few/little] 

-The usage stays the same (Giving information about ‘how much’ or 

‘how many’); but ‘a few’ and ‘a little’ includes a positive feeling 
about the noun. 

Ex) I have a few lemons. (But it’s fine I still have some! 😀 ) 

Ex) I have a little money. (But it’s fine I still have some! 😀 ) 

However,  

'few’ and ‘little’ without ‘a’ includes a negative feeling about the 
noun. 

Ex) I have ‘a’ few lemons ( So I feel bad 🙁  -So I need more.) 
Ex) I have ‘a’ little money (So I feel bad 🙁  -So I need more.) 



———————————————————————————————————————————- 

Mini activity-1 
 
Select the correct noun for each sentences. 
 

-James finds out that he only has a little  _____ in his 
fridge. But it is okay.He can still make pancakes. 
  
(1)grapes     (2) cakes   (3) milk    (4) pizzas   (5) eggs 

-Jane always drinks a few ________ before she starts working. 
 
(1)water  (2)orange juice  (3) wine  (4) cups of coffee  (5) tea 

—————————————————————————————- 
Mini activity-2  

This is April’s diary. Read it carefully and put the correct ‘quantifier’ 
in the blank. 

Dear diary, 

Today, I was so embarrassed when I was in school. 
It was a lunchtime and me, and my friend Ela had lunch 
together. 
 
I opened my lunchbox, and suddenly I found out today’s lunch box had   
[         ] cookies and [          ] apple juice in a water bottle. 
 
I was about to share my cookies and juice with Ela. She seemed very 
disappointed. I said sorry to her. 

 
The list of quantifier: few and little



—————————————————————————————————————— 
Mini activity-3 
Think about what we have learned carefully, and select the answers. 
 

1.Which of the following is correct? 

(1) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have few 
cookies. 

(2) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have little cookies. 

(3) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have a little cookies. 

(4) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have many little cookies. 

 

2.Which of the following is correct? 

 (1) I have a few water left to drink. 
 
 (2) I have few water left to drink. 
 
 (3) I have little waters to drink. 
 
 (4) I have a little water left to rink. 



3. Which of the following is NOT correct?  
(In this question is not talking about the size!) 
 
(1) Jane has a little grapes to share. 
 
(2) John bought few apples before he left. 
 
(3) Lauren had a few slices of chocolate cake secretly 
from her sister. 
 
(4) Anderson wanted to have a little cranberry juice. 
 

 

4. Which of the following is correct? 

(1) I brought a few sands home from the beach. 
 
(2) I brought few sand home from the beach. 
 
(3) I brought a little sand home from the beach. 
 
(4) I brought few sands home from the beach.  

 



—————————————————————————————————————— 
Mini activity-4 

Which of the following is the correct quantifier?  
(Hint: Smily face 😀  and sad face 🙁  ) 

(1) I was going to drink some apple juice. But I only had [          ] 
juice. [negative feeling] 🙁  
 
(A) few  (B) a few (C) little (D) a little 
 
 

(2) Even though I have only read _____ pages of this book. I’m 
already hooked!  
😀  [positive feeling] 

(A) few (B) a few (C) little (D) a little 
 

(3) I really want to buy this coat. But I have _____ money.  
🙁  [negative feeling] 
  
(A) few (B) a few (C) little (D) a little 

 
 
 
 
 



———————————————————————————————————————————- 

Mini activities 1~3 - Answers  
 

Select the correct noun for each sentences. 
 

-James finds out that he only has a little milk in his fridge. But it’s 
okay, he can still make pancakes. 
  
(1)grapes     (2) canned soup   (3) milk    (4) pizzas   (5) egg 

-Jane always drink a few cups of coffee before she starts working. 
 
(1)water  (2)orange juice  (3) wine  (4) cups of coffee  (5) tea 

——————————————————————————————- 

This is April’s diary. Read it carefully and put the correct ‘quantifier’ 
in the blank. 

Dear diary, 

Today, I was so embarrassed when I was in school. 
It was a lunchtime and me, and my friend Ela had lunch together. 
 
I opened my lunchbox, and suddenly I found out today’s lunch box had   
[ few/ a few ] cookies and [ little/ a little ] apple juice in a water 
bottle. 
 
I was about to share my cookies and a juice with Ela. She seemed very 
disappointed. I said sorry to her. 
 
Quantifier: few, little. 



—————————————————————————————————————— 
Think about what we have learned carefully, and select the answers. 
 

1.Which of the following is correct? 

(1) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have 
few cookies. 

(2) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have little cookies. 

(3) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have a little cookies. 

(4) I’d like to share cookies with you, but I have many little cookies. 

 

2.Which of the following is correct? 

 (1) I have a few water left to drink. 
 
 (2) I have few water left to drink. 
 
 (3) I have little waters to drink. 
 
 (4) I have a little water left to drink. 



 
3. Which of the following is NOT correct?  
(In this question, don’t be confused with the 
size!) 
 
(1) Jane has a little grapes to share. 
 
(2) John bought few apples before he left. 
 
(3) Lauren had a few slices of cake secretly from her sister. 
 
(4) Anderson wanted to have a little cranberry juice. 
 

 

4. Which of the following is correct? 

(1) I brought a few sands home from the beach. 
 
(2) I brought few sand home from the beach. 
 
(3) I brought a little sand home from the beach. 
 
(4) I brought few sands home from the beach.  

 



—————————————————————————————————————— 
Mini activity-4 

Which of the following is the correct quantifier?  
(Hint: Smily face 😀  and sad face 🙁  ) 

(1) I was going to drink some apple juice. But I only had [little] 
juice. 🙁  
 
(A) few  (B) a few (C) little (D) a little 
 
 

(2) Even though I have only read [a few] pages of this book. I’m 
already hooked!  
😀  

(A) few (B) a few (C) little (D) a little 
 

(3) I really want to buy this coat. But I have [little] money.  
🙁  
  
(A) few (B) a few (C) little (D) a little 

 


